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really big deeds, for heroism. And the men they gave theml
to!   The most daring, the most desperate !   It wasn't for
nothing that the people made up the saying :  ' Either come
back with a cross or remain dead on the field/   But these
days they've started pinning crosses on women. It wouldn't!
be so bad if the women had done anything, but. . . . Th^
cossacks drove prisoners into the village, and the women
killed the prisoners, unarmed men, with stakes. Where's the
heroism in that ?   I don't understand, God forgive me ! "
Another weak-sighted and feeble old man planted one foot
aside, slowly drew a rolled cloth wallet out of his pocket, and
said:
*c The authorities can see better from Novocherkass. I
expect they reasoned it out this way : the women have got
to have something to attract them as well, so as to raise
everybody's spirits, so as everybody should fight better.
Here's a medal, and here's five hundred roubles: what
woman could say ' no ' to such an honour ? Some of the"
cossacks might not want to go to the front, might want to
keep safely out of the war, but could they stay at home now ?
Their wives would scorch their ears for them. The night
cuckoo always cuckoos the loudest. And every woman will
begin to think * 4 Maybe they'll pin a medal on me Y*
" You're talking nonsense, cousin Fiodor," the third man
objected. t( They deserved to be rewarded, and so they were
rewarded.  The women are left widows, the money will be a
great help to them on their farms, and the medals have been
given them for their bravery.  Daria Melekhova was the first
to condemn Kotliarov to death, and quite right, too !   The.
Lord is the judge of them all, but you can't blame the"
women: their own blood calls loud. ..."
The old gaffers argued and swore away until the church
bell rang for vespers. The moment the sexton struck the bell
all three rose, removed their caps, crossed themselves, and
decorously entered the church enclosure.